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No o vaceine nationalism, yes to global cooperation

India’s approach only reinforces the need for coordinated international efforts to bri ing COVID-19 under control

THANKOM ARUN & REJI JOSEPH

ince the worldwide inocula-
m tion process is going strong,

vaccine diplomacy has be-
come a hot topic. As this pandem-
ic has spared no country and eve-
ryone needs access to vaccines,
how is vaccine production and dis-
tribution being managed?

While the leading and advanced
countries have been mindlessly
selfish in amassing approved vac-
cines, it is the Global South coun-
tries, India and China, which have
provided a ray of hope to most
countries,

Advance purchase contracts

In their quest for ensuring vaccine
security, a report by The New York
Times, based on the data on vac-
cine contracts compiled by Duke
University (https://ny-

ti.ms/3pKYm69), shows that the
advance purchase contracts made
by some advanced countries for
potential vaccines would vacci-
nate their population many times:
the European Union, two times,
the United States and the United
Kingdom, four times, and Canada,
six times. And, 82% of Pfizer's pro-
duction in 2021 and 78% of Moder-
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na's have already been advance
purchased by rich countries. The
expectation that an early vaccina-
tion will bring back normalcy and
a required push to economic
growth fuelled many advanced
countries to engage in vaccine bat-
tles. The arguments of public good
and global cooperation have gone
out of the window now.

While advanced countries have
turned their back on the need of
poor countries to access COVID-19
vaccines, India has displayed em-
pathy to their needs. India has ta-
ken a position that a significant
percentage of the approved doses
will be permitted for exports.
While its exports to neighbouring
counties will be under grant
maode, initial shipment of vaccines
to least developed countries will
be free of cost. And, shipments of
vaccines from India have already
started reaching different parts of
the developing world.

Brazil has received 2 million
doses of vaccine from India (as of
January 23). While India is in its
first phase of vaccination to cover
health-care workers, exports from
India are helping other countries
also in initiating phase one of their
vaccination programme — a ges-
ture well-appreciated globally. In a
democracy, one can expect the
backlash of sending vaccines
abroad without vaccinating its
population.

Nevertheless, India’s approach

only reinforces the need of having
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coordinated global efforts in bring-
ing COVID-19 under control. This
response manifests India's unstint-
ed commitment to global develop-
ment and has consolidated its
name as the world’s pharmacy.
Although China has also been en-
thusiastic in promising vaccines
and their delivery, the lukewarm
response by countries such as Ne-
pal has slowed down the ambition
of China. The release of efficacy
data in Brazil raises concerns
about the effectiveness of the Sino-
vac vaccine.

Keep track of SDGs

The attitude of India towards vac-
cinating the populations in the
poorer countries has generated
discussion in the richer countries
about the necessity for more
proactive measures to roll out vac-
cines to the developing nations.
The reversal of progress on many
Sustainable Development Goals,
or SDGs (https://sdgs.un.org/
goals), such as SDG 3 (“Ensure
healthy lives and promote well-be-
ing for all at all ages) could affect
the health of the world popula-

tion, and global growth itself. Even

before COVID-19, projections have

shown that 6% of the global popu-

lation would be in extreme pover-
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ty, which has gone up by 71 mil-
lion, thereby causing enormous
challenges to SDG 1 (“End poverty
in all its forms everywhere”). Ac-
cording to estimates by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, over
50% of emerging markets and de-
veloping economies that were con-
verging toward advanced econo-
mies per capita income over the
last decade are expected to di-
verge over the 2020-22 period.

COVAX as a pathway
The COVAX project is a global risk-
sharing mechanism for pooled
procurement and fair distribution
of COVID-19 vaccines, an ambi-
tious programme based on fund-
ing from high and middle-income
countries. Although the funding
was not enough for the project,
U.S. President Joe Biden’s decision
to join the project has now raised
expectations significantly. Howev-
er, since high and middle-income
countries are buying up large
amounts of the vaccine directly
from suppliers, the promise by
COVAX to deliver 2 billion doses by
the end of 2021 (https://
bit.ly/3cAGSp8) seems to face new
challenges. COVAX is a unique
case of global cooperation and a
strategic shift to enhance global
development outcomes.
Furthermore, since most of the
vaccines are purchased from the
global south for developing na-
tions, the COVAX project can draw
new ﬁmﬁ.&mﬁ Fnu_nrﬂ ﬂ_nﬁwo_u.
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ment.
Most of these vaccines are cost-
effective and affordable to the glo
bal south. For instance, Covish-
ield, the Oxford University-Astra-
Zeneca vaccine produced in India
costs only $3 per dose; Covaxin is
priced at $4.2. A recent study by
The Lancet based on Covaxin's
Phase 1  data  (https://
bit.ly/3ty8wtc) shows tolerable sa-
fety outcomes like any other vac-
cine. The intranasal version of Co-
vaxin, which has been approved
for phase I could further facilitate
vaccinating the global population.
The lower price of the vaccines is
what has attracted many con mer-
cial buyers globally, including
emerging economies such Brazil
and South Africa. The ability
produce large volumes of vaccine
at an affordable cost underlines In-
dia’s importance to de ng
countries when it comes to drug
access. The development of v.
cines is a classic story of gle
cooperation between the Nort
and the South. :uu.nq:aunm_w. J
increasing nationalist tendencies
of the democratic World during
the pandemic have challenged thé
positive narrative on global coop-
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